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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Titlebaum (6,549,774, cited by examiner) in view of Holloway (US 
2004/0204192, cited by examiner). 

As to claim 1, Titlebaum discloses a cradle 155 (see column 4 lines 8-12; column 
8 lines 31-50; figure 8), used for a receiving terminal 14 having a first antenna 18 for 
receiving a carrier wave convoluted with a signal, a reproducing means 34 for 
reproducing the signal received through the first antenna and a first output terminal for 
outputting the reproduced signal, comprising a mounting portion to which the receiving 
terminal is detachably attached (see column 4 lines 8-12; column 8 lines 31-50; figure 
8); an external antenna 26 for receiving the carrier wave; an interface portion for 
transmitting the signal received through the external antenna to the receiving terminal 
mounted on the mounting portion (see column 2 line 62 to column 3 line 6; column 8 
lines 31-50. Titlebaum further discloses that the receiver terminal 14 can use vehicle 
audio speaker 38 when it is used in the vehicle (see column 4 lines 20-48), and that the 
cradle 155 can be configured to provide a circuit path to complete the connection of the 
antenna 26 to the receiver terminal (see column 8 lines 45-47). Titlebaum, however, 
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fails to specifically disclose that the cradle comprises a first input terminal capable of 
being connected to the first output terminal of the receiving terminal mounted on the 
mounting portion; and a second output terminal for outputting the received signal 
inputted from the first input terminal, as specified in the claim. Holloway discloses a 
cradle 22 comprising a first input terminal 25 (see figure 2) capable of being connected 
to a first output terminal 15 of a receiving terminal 32 mounted on the mounting portion; 
and a second output terminal 25 for outputting the received signal inputted from the first 
input terminal (see paragraphs [0015], [0016] and [0021]). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the 
above teaching of Holloway to Titlebaum, in order to automatically play output of the 
receiving terminal at the vehicle audio system when the receiving terminal is mounted 
on the cradle (as suggested by Holloway at paragraph [0007]). 

As to claim 2, the combination of Titlebaum and Holloway discloses the claimed 
limitations (see Titlebaum, column 2 lines 33-39; column 7 lines 32-53; see also 
Holloway, figure 3). 

As to claims 3-4, 17-18, the combination of Titlebaum and Holloway discloses the 
claimed limitations (see Holloway, figure 3; paragraph [0021]). 

As to claims 6-7, the combination of Titlebaum and Holloway discloses the 
claimed limitations (see Holloway, figure 5, numerals 47 and 43; paragraphs [0014], 
[0021]). In this case, the "external device" as claimed reads on the user key/button 
entry of the vehicle and vehicle display as shown in figure 5; and the "control signal" as 
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claimed reads on the control signals transmitted from the user key/button entry for 
activating receiving terminal. 

As to claim 8, the combination of Titlebaum and Holloway discloses the claimed 
limitations (see Titlebaum, column 2 lines 23-32). See also Holloway; paragraph 
[0021]). 

As to claims 15-16, they are rejected for similar reasons as set forth in claims 1 
and 2 above. 

3. Claims 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Holloway (US 2004/0204192, cited by examiner) in view of Altmann (5,191,312, cited by 
examiner). 

As to claim 9, Holloway discloses a receiving terminal 32 (see figure 1), 
comprising a first antenna 34 for receiving the carrier wave convoluted with a signal; a 
decoding means 18 for decoding the signal received through the first antenna; a 
reproducing means 43 for reproducing the received signal decoded by the decoding 
means; and an outputting means 27 for outputting the received signal decoded by the 
decoding means. Holloway fails to disclose a decoding restricting means for restricting 
decoding by the decoding means. Altmann discloses a decoding restricting means 7 for 
restricting decoding by a decoding means 3 (see column 3 lines 46-52). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide the above teaching of Altmann to Holloway, in order to permit blocking of 
distracting information when the vehicle is in motion (as suggested by Altmann at 
column 2 lines 6-11). 
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As to claim 10, the combination of Holloway and Altmann discloses the claimed 
limitations (see the cradle 22 in Holloway; see also figures 3-4). 

As to claims 11-13, the combination of Holloway and Altmann discloses the 
claimed limitations (see Holloway; paragraphs [0021]). 

4. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Holloway (US 2004/0204192, cited by examiner) in view of Altmann (5,191,312, cited by 
examiner) as applied to claim 13 above and further in view of Smith (5,266,922, cited by 
examiner). 

As to claim 14, the combination of Holloway and Altmann fails to disclose using a 
brake signal to restrict reproduction by the reproducing means 43 as claimed. Smith 
discloses using a brake signal to restrict reproduction by a reproducing means 115 (see 
column 5 line 42 to column 6 line 43). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the above teaching of 
Smith to the above combination, in order to inhibit the use of a display and keyboard 
device when the vehicle is in motion (as suggested by Smith at column 4 lines 35-40). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claim 5, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious that the 
interface portion has a transmitting antenna disposed opposite to the first antenna of the 
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receiving terminal, for transmitting the received signal received through the external 
antenna, as specified in the claim. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nguyen T. Vo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7901. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571)272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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